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Public Access to Journals and Preprints 



Research at Cold Spring Harbor 

• 600 scientific staff 
• 50 research groups 

• Cancer 
• Neuroscience 
• Plant biology 
• Genomics and bioinformatics 
• Quantitative biology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sharing science at Cold Spring Harbor 
Conferences 

• Meetings  
• The Banbury Center  
• Cold Spring Harbor Asia, Suzhou, China 

 
Teaching and Scholarship 

• Watson School of Biological Sciences 
• Residential lab and lecture courses 
• Library and Archives 

 
Publishing  

• Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press 
 
 
 
 
 



Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press 

Mission: to create publications and services that  
•help scientists succeed 
•achieve high standards of excellence 
•sustain themselves financially and help fund research 
and education 
 
“Hundreds of thousands of scientists worldwide benefit from the research, 
reviews, methods, and ideas published by CSHL Press” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press 

• 180 books and manuals 
 

• 3 review journals 
 

• 4 research journals 
 
• A preprint service 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Review journals 

Founded 2006 
 

Founded 2011 
 

Founded 2013 



Research journals 

Founded 1987 Founded 1995 Founded 1995 Founded 1995, 
owned by  
The RNA Society  



Research journals 

• All journals available on subscription 
• Authors have immediate access option  
• Authors retain copyright  
• Authors grant journal exclusive license to publish for 
 6 months (G&D, GR) or 12 months (RNA, L&M) 



Access Policies for Research Journals 

• Deposition at PMC since 2002 
• All papers are deposited by CSHL Press at publication 
• Author can pay for immediate free access and select 

either CC-BY or CC-BY-NC license 
• All other papers become freely accessible 6 or 12 

months after publication 
• Unless already CC-BY, all papers become CC-BY-NC on 

release 
• Accessible at the journal site and PMC  
• Usage at PMC is substantial 

 
 
 
 











 
 
• A not-for-profit service of CSH Laboratory 
• Makes versions of scientific papers publicly available before  
      consideration by a journal 
• Covers all biological science  
• Submission is free 
• Posting is almost immediate, with screening but no peer review 
• Access is free 
• New versions can be posted any time 
• Not affiliated with a specific journal 
• Preserved in CLOCKSS 

 
 
 
 



bioRxiv features 
• Posted manuscript is date-stamped and has a DOI 
• Authors choose article type 

New 
Confirmatory 
Contradictory  

• Authors choose subject category 
• Authors choose a license option 
• Article usage metrics 
• Commenting 
• Links to published versions 
• Alerts to new content via email and RSS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 







bioRxiv benefits 
• Rapid transmission of results  
• Pre-publication feedback 
• Visibility, especially for early-career scientists 
• Immediate availability of work to grant/hiring 

committees 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



bioRxiv posts in first 5 months 
• 307 original manuscripts plus 114 revisions 
• 54% from USA/Canada 
• 27% UK/Europe 
•   5% Asia 

 
 
 
 
 



bioRxiv subject categories 
• 18% evolutionary biology 
• 17% genetics and genomics 
• 17% bioinformatics 
•   7% neuroscience 
•   6% cell biology 
•   3% cancer biology 

 
 
 
 
 
 



bioRxiv attention and feedback 
• Page views and downloads are increasing 
• Social media attention (altmetrics) is significant 
• Direct commenting is modest 
• Offsite commenting is growing  
• Authors are getting private feedback 

 
 
 



 
bioRxiv preprint publication 

 
• At least 12% have been published in journals, including 

• Nature     
• Nature Genetics 
• Nature Neuroscience 
• PNAS 
• E-Life 
• Am J Human Genetics 
• PLoS Computational Biology 
• PLoS One 
 

• Simultaneous submission at Genome Research 
 
• Journal preprint policies are changing 

 

 
 
 
 



 
“You can easily imagine a situation…where having 
your journal not be preprint-friendly is an active 
disincentive to publishing there” 
 
Leonid Kruglyak, UCLA and HHMI, in Nature 
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